
USA: Thanksgiving



Vocabulary
● Pilgrims - group of English people who sailed to what would one day be the 

United States (New England region) and began living in Plymouth, 

Massachusetts, in 1620. 

● Indians - Native Americans who lived in the area prior to the arrival of the 

colonists.

● Feast - “banquete”

● Harvest - “cosecha”; “recolección”



How did the holiday get its name?
The "First Thanksgiving" was celebrated by the Pilgrims after their first harvest in 

the New World in October 1621. This feast lasted three days, and it was attended 

by 90 Native Americans and 53 Pilgrims. The New England colonists were 

accustomed to regularly celebrating "thanksgivings" - days of prayer thanking God 

for blessings such as military victory or the end of a drought.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilgrim_Fathers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_World
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_peoples_of_the_Americas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonial_history_of_the_United_States#New_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Days_of_humiliation_and_thanksgiving


Squanto, Patuxet Native American who resided with the Wampanoag tribe, 

taught the Pilgrims how to catch eel and grow corn and served as an 

interpreter for them. 

Squanto had learned the English language during his enslavement in England. 

The Wampanoag leader Massasoit had given food to the colonists during the 

first winter when supplies brought from England were not enough.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patuxet_tribe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wampanoag_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilgrim_Fathers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massasoit


How long has it been celebrated?
● Thanksgiving is a national holiday in the United States, celebrated on the 

fourth Thursday of November. Its celebration began as a type of harvest 

festival. Thanksgiving has been celebrated nationally on and off since 1789.

● American president Abraham Lincoln made Thanksgiving a federal holiday in 

1863 during the American Civil War. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvest_festival
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvest_festival
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War












Cornucopia
“Horn of plenty”







Typical Thanksgiving 
Foods







Sweet Potato Casserole
● Sweet potatoes
● Brown sugar
● Pecans
● Sometimes with 

marshmallows on top



Stuffing
● Bread
● Butter
● Celery
● Onion
● Thyme, rosemary
● Salt, pepper



Green Bean Casserole
● Cream of 

mushroom soup
● Green beans 
● Fried onion pieces



Until 4:50

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a33Fuz8wKDA

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a33Fuz8wKDA

